
Principalôs Message 

Desert SandsDesert Sands Unified School District  
May 2012 

Office Phone 238 -9710  

May 1-11  State Testing continues 

May 7-11 Teacher Appreciation Week 

May 7 Parent University  

May 9 DELAC meeting 

May 10 AVID college Trip 

May 15 Glee Concert 

May 18 Progress Reports go home  this week  

May 21-25 Classified Staff Appreciation Week 

May 21 DAC meeting 

May 21 School site council Meeting @3:00 

May 21  Grade 5 student visits to CMP 

May 21 Orientation Night for Incoming Grade 6 

May 24 Non School Day 

May 25 Non School Day 

May 28 Memorial Day Holiday 

May 29 PTO general meeting @ 6:26 

May 29  AVID awards dinner 

May 29 8th Grade Yearbook Signing Party 

June 1 Band Awards Night Concert 

June 4  8th Grade Nacho Lunch  

June 4 Honors Dessert 

June 5 Moving Up Dance 

June 5 Awards Assemblies 

June 5 Terrific Tuesday Award Time 

June 6 Soak City Honor Roll Trip 

June 7   Last Day of School MINIMUM DAY 

June 11 5th Grade Parent Evening Orientation  

Dates to 
Remember!  

Counselors, Cafeteria, Nuts & Bolts  Page 2    Achievement, yearbook, Drama Page 3 

ASB, Library, Competitions Page 4 Clubs Page   5 

Club and extracurricular news Page 6  Technology, Homework help Page  7 

Volunteers, Attendance, Community Page  8  Conferences, Fun Friday, Intramurals  Page 9 

PE Info, 8th grade News Page 10 Parent Club News  Page 11 & 12 

inside...  

Dear Parent and partner in education; 

 First I would like to thank you for your support 

during testing.  Our students took the tests seriously 

and did not rush through but were conscientious. 

We truly are a school of SCHOLARS and 

CHAMPIONS! 

 Second, I wish to thank our families for their 

support of a great school year.  We have had many 

of you participate in our new Parent University 

series of parent nights. So many parents were 

conscientious in their support of our school 

compact and ensured that  their student was in 

school every day on time ready to learn, monitored 

their planner completion for TCH, and checked on 

Home Access Center each week to ensure students 

were completing assignments and doing their very 

best.  

 Education is a three way partnership and when 

parents and teachers work together and hold 

students accountable for doing their part, the best 

learning takes place.  Our honor roll numbers are 

up and we look forward to the testing results 

showing how great the students did this year! 

Thank you for your efforts as a supportive parent. 

   

  Sincerely,  

 Derrick Lawson, Principal  

 

The mission of Colonel Mitchell Paige Middle School is to provide students 
with an academic program characterized by Instructional Rigor, Curriculum 

that is Relevant to their windows on the world, and Relationships  with others 
that offer both guidance and affirmation . 

Colonel Mitchell Paige Middle School  
Derrick Lawson, Principal  
 Jory Kirchhevel,  Assistant -Principal  
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Counselorôs  News Office Hours  

Addresses & Phone 
Number Changes  

 Please be sure throughout the year to send 
a copy of address and phone number 
changes to our office. It is important that we 
update our records so that we can reach you 
in the case of an emergency. 
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Our School Office is open from 7:15 to 
3:15 P.M. Secretary Barbara Yount and 
Clerks Belinda Maland, Alma Zendejas, 
Leslie Stanton, and Ida Freedman are 

available for your assistance.    

 This month our counselors are focusing on the character 

development trait of Perseverance. What is perseverance? It is 

commitment, hard work, patience, endurance. Perseverance is 

being able to bear difficulties calmly and without complaint. 

Perseverance is trying again and again. 
 

You show perseverance when you ... 

Give up your tv time to spend hours studying 

Try a new sport that is very difficult but you don't give up 

Have a learning disability but keep studying even when 

discouraged 

Come from a home where there is fighting and unhappiness but 

you still try your best 

Have missed a week of school but you work hard to catch up 

Are at the end of a difficult race but you cross the finish line 

Save money and make sacrifices to buy something 

Spend hours practicing on your music 

Study and work hard to raise your grade 

Try out for something you weren't  

     successful at the first time 

Every family plays a key role in supporting the academic 

and social growth of their adolescent.  Our Paige Middle 

School Parent University offers Parents the opportunity 

to do that through an educational series of Parent 

Classes, Lectures and Activities.  All Parents are invited 

to attend any or all of these opportunities offered below.  

If you attend at least 10 of the activities listed, you will 

then be eligible to receive a Parent University Certificate 

of Merit and enjoy a Certificate Ceremony at the end of 

the year.  In addition, your student will also receive a 

special gift that entitles them to some special at school 

privileges such as a ñfront of the lineò pass for lunch or a 

homework pass for their classes.  You will receive a flyer 

prior to the dates listed below that will give you a more 

detailed look at what is being offered.  We are looking 

forward to your participation in our Parent University 

this year!   

 

May 7  Preparing for High School  
 

You may also count your participation in either a PTO 

Meeting, Parent Advisory Committees or an AVID 

Parent Night as ONE of your activities above toward 

your 10 activity requirement for your Parent University 

Certificate of Merit. 

RISING TEMPERATURES FOR PE 

ACTIVITY!!  
Is it about that time of yearé.time when temperatures 

start hitting triple digits by noon!  It is also time to start 

drinking more water throughout the day to avoid 

dehydration.  Desert Sands Unified School District has 

a policy in place for all Physical Education programs to 

modify activity during hot days.  Guidelines include 

modified activity, increased water breaks, and watch 

closely for signs of heat stress.  All guidelines are 

explained on our PE webpage! 

We also want to encourage you to send water bottles 

with your student every day.  Pure water is the best 

deterrent for dehydration.  Please do not send students 

with juice, soda, or Gatorade.  These drinks are very 

high in sugar content and not as beneficial as a cold 

bottle of water.  We also discourage students from 

wearing large sweatshirts, jackets, or layers of clothing 

during hot days. 

For more information on heat 

stress and dehydration, please 

visit the OSHA website at : 

www.osha.gov 

YEARBOOK NEWS  
8th grade early release of 
Yearbooks will be on 
May 29 and grade 6/7  
on 31st. Buy yours   
soonï limited supply! 
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             Our Recent College Field Trip 

 

      AVID Applications for 2012-2013: Acceptance letters  

      are now being sent to students.   
  

Speakers Wanted!! 
Parents, did you attend a 4-year college? Do you have a child currently attending a 4-year college? The AVID program would love to 

have you come and speak to the AVID classes about your college experience and your career path. Share your real-life experiences 

with students who are just beginning to contemplate and prepare for their college education. Contact Ms. Cercone, the AVID teacher, 

in room 601, if you are interested in sharing your time and experience with us!    

Do you Love to Travel? Have you Ever Wanted to See the World?  

 

In 2013 CMP Students will be traveling to Rome and Paris  during  

Spring Break  May 22-30, 2013  

 

Come and Find Out How you can be part of this once in a lifetime trip.  

 

THE TRIP are open to all Grades!!! Parents can purchase a spot too and accompany your 

student! Space is Limited ð We only have 36 spots.  

 

INFORMATIONAL MEETING  

May 14th 2012 IN THE STAFF LOUNGE @ Paige Middle School  at 6pm 

Applications and deposits will be accepted that night!!!!!  

http://rome.mrdonn.org/rome04.gif
http://www.picturesof.net/_images_300/The_Eiffel_Tower_and_a_Banner_For_Paris_Royalty_Free_Clipart_Picture_081015-151231-478009.jpg
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Congratulations to the  

CMP Jazz Band for  

another outstanding  

performance May 6th   

at the Brookhurst Jazz  

Festival. Special Solo  

awards were given to  

Patricia Gibbons and  

Joshua Cachon and  

Nick Hernandez.  

Best Section award  

was given to our  

awesome saxophones.  

      Way to go Jazz Band!  
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BAND Notes  
 As we wind down to the end of the year itôs time to 

think about next year! I hope all of our students will be 

returning to us in the fall. Now that our Cadet band 

students have a year under their belts, they are ready to 

audition for our higher level groups. Patriot Band and 

Jazz Band A auditions are at the end of May. All 

students received detailed information on what is 

expected. All students are automatically moved to 

concert band as long as they passed band with a C grade 

or better. Patriot band auditions are Voluntary and do 

not affect their class grades. I hope everyone will try 

out. Next yearôs band looks to be very exciting with 

several ñfield tripsò in the works! 

Congratulations to our very busy Jazz band that took 1st 

place at the Palm Desert H.S. Jazz Festival. They had 

the 2nd highest score of the day (including high school 

bands) with a score of 90.5! Way to go Jazz Band! 

 Our end of the year concert has been rescheduled for 

Friday June 1st, at 6:30 pm in the multipurpose room. 

Donôt  miss out on  this exciting concert along with our 

end of the year awards program!  Christian  
  Club 

 
The Christian Club meets every Tuesday at  lunch. In 

room 403 and is a student led club. Come hang out with 

us for Pizza, Raffles, games, and a guest speaker each 

month. The Club Advisor is Mr. Duncan in Room 403.  

 
If French Club meets every 
other Wednesday, after 
school, from 2 to 3 pm. You 
do not have to take French 
to join. We meet in room 
412. 

French Club  GLEE CLUB NEWS  
The CMP Glee Club 

has been rehearsing 

now for a couple of 

months. We practice 

every Tuesday and 

Thursday after school 

for an hour.  

The club has set its first performance date for Thursday, 

May 15th at 5:00. We will be showcasing songs from 

Stage, Screen, and Studio. The selections range from 

Kermit the Frog to Bruno Mars. Mr. Nugent-Patten, as the 

director, brings his 35 years as a professional musician 

and 23 years as a music teacher experience to the group. 

We look forward to seeing you at the performance. There 

will be more information coming soon. 

ASB News  

ASB will be holding student council elections during the 

month of May.  Students who are running will have from May 

7th until May 18th to hang posters and campaign for their 

position.  Elections will be held on Friday, May 18th, results 

will be announced in the following week by Mr. Lawson. 

  

The Disneyland trip is fast approaching on Friday, May 

18th.  Make sure if your student is attending the field trip that 

they have their school ID card and are wearing their 8th grade 

promotion T-shirt.  School dress code will be enforced at 

Disneyland.  Make sure to bring a sweater or jacket because 

we are staying later to enjoy the fireworks this year. 

  

The annual ASB field trip to Knottôs Berry Farm is 

Wednesday, May 23rd; some lucky 8th graders are getting to 

go to two amusement parks in one week! 

  

The last school dance is Tuesday, June 5th from 6:30-8:30pm 

in the MPR.  Letôs say goodbye to our 8th graders and dance 

the night away!  

  

The last week of school ASB has planned some fun activities 

for the student body and outgoing 8th graders.  Monday starts 

with the 8th grade nacho party in the MPR.  We will have  

Terrific Tuesday the last hour and a 

half of school, followed by the 

dance that night.  Wednesday is the 

honor roll trip to Knottôs Soak City 

in Palm Springs.  Then we say our 

final goodbyes to the 8th graders 

on Thursday! ASB is wishing 

everyone an enjoyable summer!  

Please save your 

Empty Printer 

Cartridges! Our AVID 

program is recycling 

them to raise funds 

for their  

college visits.   
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Nutrition Services will begin serving the 

Universal Breakfast program on May 1, 2012 at 

Paige Middle School, providing breakfast to the 

students until the end of the school year.   
 

WHY OFFER SCHOOL BREAKFAST 

FREE TO ALL CHILDREN?  
 

Offering breakfast at no charge to all students, 

often called ñuniversalò, helps remove the 

stigma for low-income children of participation 

in school breakfast and is proven to increase 

participation. 
  
Schools that offer breakfast free to all 

children improve student achievement, diets 

and behavior. 

Studies conclude that students who eat 
school breakfast at the start of the school day 

show a general increase in math and reading 

scores as well as improvements in their speed 

and memory in cognitive tests. 

Children who eat breakfast at school ς closer 
to class and test-taking time ï perform better 

on standardized tests than those who skip 

breakfast or eat breakfast at home. 

Children who have school breakfast eat more 
fruit, drink more milk, and consume a wider 

variety of foods than those who donôt eat 

breakfast or have breakfast at home. 

 

Schools that offer breakfast free to all 

students in the classroom report decreases in 

discipline and behavior problems, visits to 

school nurses and tardiness; increases in 

student attentiveness and attendance; and 

generally improved learning environments. 

 

 Nutrition Services MARQUEE BIRTHDAY WISHES  

Would you like to surprise your son or 

daughter for their birthday?   Here is an 

opportunity to let them that you love 

them by flashing their name on the 

Colonel Mitchell Paige marquee for 

their birthday.   Friends and family can 

see it all day as it will flash and scroll 

across for all to see.   The marquee is 

located directly on Palm Royale for all 

of the traffic directly in front of the 

school.   Forms will be located in the 

office.   Cost is ONLY $20.   
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Volunteer Notables  
 

 Thank you  
to The PTO board who gave 
countless hours to make our 
talent show and pancake  

breakfast successful. Thank you also to 
Molly Farrin for the oversight of the 
auditions and performers  
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Attendance, Absences, and Tardies  
Average daily attendance (ADA) revenue, the amount of money received from the state to fund general operations of the 
school district, is affected by student absences.   If each student in Desert Sands Unified School District were to attend 
school one more day during the school year, our district would receive an additional $950,390 to support classroom 
learning. Each day a student is absent, $34 in revenue is lost.  
 
Please make sure your children are in school every day unless they are ill. It is important that 
they are here for the entire instructional day so that they can learn and progress. It is also 
important that they are on time each day. Students that are tardy are learning a very bad habit. 
When they are adults on the job, being tardy all the time not only prevents the job from being 
done but causes them to lose their job. We want to teach them all to be responsible as 
school is their JOB. We also do not dismiss children early. Please make doctor 
appointments after school. Dismissing even 15 minutes early disrupts the entire class 
and is unfair to the remainder of the students.  

Community Connections  
The following companies, organizaitons, and businesses 

have partnered with CMP Middle School to provide the 

best educationnal opportunities for our children! Thank 

you to the following groups   

 

  Manager France Rodriguez and Albertsonôs on 

Washington for tremendous support of our PTO 

Pancake Breakfast. 

1.  Be involved in your child's academic program of study.  Make sure that your child is challenged and 

taking courses now that will help meet future goals.  Math course selection is vital and the single most 

important class decision for the ninth-grade year.  

2. Get your child involved in a positive activity ... but don't overextend. Research says that students who are 

involved in an activity, club, sport, music, etc., are much more likely to have a positive high school 

experience and get better grades than students who are not involved.  

3. Know your child's friends.  Research says that when a teenager is faced with a critical decision, the 

influence of peers (positive and negative) and parents/families make the difference.  

4. Register for HOME ACCESS CENTER.  This enables you to track your student's attendance and grades 

right from your computer. HACwill allow you to track your student's assignment, projects, and tests.  

5. Attend Back to School Night.  

6. Don't allow your child to get lost in the shuffle. Get to know your child's teachers and guidance counselor. 

In a large school, a student can get lost or fall through the cracks. Research says that when a student makes 

positive connections with adults (teachers, guidance counselors, coaches, etc.), it stops this from happening. 

Stay in positive contact with the teachers and don't be afraid to ask for help. Remember that e-ma" IS a great 

tool for quick information, but it's not such a great tool for dealing with more-difficult issues. Don't fight the 

small battles for your child ... keep things in perspective.  

7. Remember that all teenagers (including straight-A students) need proper supervision.  This supervision 

includes online supervision and supervision of technology. Remember, good kids make mistakes too. Your 

child should always know that you love him/her, but make sure he/she knows your expectations. Know where 

your child is and who they are with all the time.  

8. Get involved in school yourself.  The most successful students I have seen are the ones 

whose parents are at the school, attend functions, join the PTO or athletic boosters, or 

serve on the advisory council or some other group. In a sense, these parents are the ones 

who are in the know, and they use this information to support their children and the 

school!  

A Special Note from our Counselors:  8 Simple Suggestions for a Successful Transition to High School  
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WATCH D.O.G.S.® (Dads Of Great Students)  is an innovative program of  the  National  
Center  for Fathering  focusing on improving education  in  our nationôs schools by using  
the  positive  influence  of  fathers  and  father-figures  for a two-fold purpose: 
 1) To provide a positive and active male role-model for students during their school day, and 
 2) To provide an extra set of eyes and ears to enhance school security. 
 
WATCH D.O.G.S.® was founded by Jim Moore, a concerned father who chose to take action in response to a 1998 middle-school 
shooting in Jonesboro, AR.  Joined with National Center for Fathering in 2006, WATCH D.O.G.S.® serves to inspire and equip men to be 
the involved fathers, grandfathers and father-figures their students need. 
 
Program Benefits  
The benefits of the program are many, according to WATCH D.O.G.S.®  National Director, Eric Snow. 

Students gain a positive male role model.  Many students do not have a father-figure present in their home and these students benefit 

when a positive male role model is present. 

Schools gain an extra set of eyes and ears.  The presence of a father or father-figure enhances a sense of security at the building for 

students and staff and helps create an environment conducive to learning. 

Fathers get a glimpse of their studentsô everyday world and learn about the increasingly complex challenges and decisions todayôs youth 

are facing.  As a result, they can learn to relate better to their student and hopefully connect with them. 
Fathers gain a greater awareness of the positive impact they can have on their studentôs life in three critical areas including: academic 
performance, self esteem, social behavior. 
 
Who are WatchDOGS (Dads Of Great Students)? 
WatchDOGS are fathers, grandfathers, uncles, and other father-figures who volunteer for at least one day each year at an official WATCH 
D.O.G.S. ® school. During the day, WatchDOGS may read and work on flash cards with students, play at recess, eat lunch with students, 
watch the school entrances and hallways, assist with traffic flow, mentor students, and any other assigned activities where they actively 
engage with not only their own students, but other students as well.  On the day of their participation, WatchDOGS are given a brief review 
of their involvement and they wear an official WATCH D.O.G.S.® t-shirt with a disposable óDog Tagô  identifying them as WatchDOGS. 
COME SIGN UP AND JOIN US DADS AS PAIGE WATCH D.O.G.S!  Contact counselor Mario Quintero for more info! 

 
School Site Council & 

School Advisory 
Committee 

AGENDA for 5/21/2012 
1. Call to Order       

Welcome and Introductions 
Call for additions or deletions to the agenda 

2. Reading and approval of the minutes 
3. Old Business    
 Site Plan and Budget Update 
4. New Business     

Review Spring Parent Surveys 
2012-13 preliminary School Plan submission 

 
5. Reports: DAC, SEPAC 
6.Open Comments 
7. Adjournment 

PE DEPARTMENT NEWS 

 HOMEWORK OPTIONS : 
4 th   QUARTER    
DUE:  MAY 23, 2012   

 

See PE web page for details on 

each option.  
 

1) PARTICIPATE IN AN ORGANIZED TEAM OR 

ACTIVITY AT LEAST 2 TIMES/WEEK:    

2) RUN EXTRA LAPS DURING PE CLASS :   

3) HEALTH SCAVENGER HUNT :   

4)  Complete take home survey and return to your 

physical education teacher .  .  

5) Participate in a community fitness-related event 

such as a fun-run or bike ride.   

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0S020m_NuhMygIArfOjzbkF/SIG=129ef1ok8/EXP=1290373183/**http%3a/shusd.schoolwires.com/shhs/lib/shhs/school.jpg

